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If your group has something of interest to the County, please avail of the opportunity to advertise with Carlow PPN by          
phoning Gráinne on 059/9172495 or email: carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie  

Welcome  
Welcome to the 12th Edition of Carlow PPN E-Bulletin.   

We had a very good turnout for our 2nd Plenary Meeting of 2017, which was held 

in VISUAL.  The Theme was Consultation - ‘Have Your Say’.  Both Ann           

Mulrooney and Síle Penkert presented on how their projects are using ‘people 

first’ consultation methods.  The Wheel then presented on how they are planning 

to engage with the citizens of County Carlow, on behalf of the PPN, on how to 

create a Consultation Toolkit specific for the citizens of County Carlow. It was 

great to hear everyone's thoughts on what they would like to see for Carlow’s 

future and thank you to all who attended.  

On another note, Carlow PPN Secretariat would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you and yours the very best of everything this Christmas.   
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 New Calls for Applications   
under the Ability Programme 

The Ability Programme is a new programme funded by the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
and the European Social Fund. 

The Ability Programme will support young people with    
disabilities (15-29 years of age) to improve their             
employability through a range of person-centred supports. 

Organisations can apply for funding using Pobal’s online 
application form. Our online application form will be      
available from 4th December 2017. The closing date for 
applications is 12pm on Wednesday 31st January 2018.  

Online Application Form 

VitalSigns 2017 Report 
Throughout the summer of 2017, the Community          

Foundation of Ireland asked you and communities around 

Ireland to complete their VitalSigns survey on the vitality of 

the nation. This week they launched the full VitalSigns    

report which includes a list of the top citizen's priorities in 

Ireland. A special supplement featuring the results will    

appear in the (12th November) Sunday Business 

Post. Read the full report here 

Developing the Potential of 
Social Enterprise in Ireland 

In September 2017, Michael Ring TD, Minister 

for Rural and Community Development         

announced the development of a National Policy 

on Social Enterprise. 

This online consultation now seeks views that 

will inform this, Ireland’s first major policy on 

social enterprise.  

The consultation is being undertaken  by the 

Department of Rural and Community              

Development, in co-operation with the Social 

Finance Foundation. 

Please take just 10 minutes to share your views 

and ideas by 15th December 2017.  

Your participation is, of course, voluntary and 

you may decline to answer, skip particular    

questions or exit the consultation at any time.  

Your views and ideas will be treated in the      

strictest confidence and held securely in a    

password protected electronic format. Any    

information you share will be used only for the 

purposes of this consultation. Take the Survey 

here. 

 

https://www.pobal.ie/FundingProgrammes/Ability%20Programme/Pages/Ability%20Programme.aspx
http://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/vitalsigns-2017
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/IrelandSEP


Community Loan Finance 

Clann Credo provides Community Loan Finance to community and voluntary groups, charities, social             

enterprises and amateur sports clubs with affordable rates and repayments not available from traditional lenders. 

Climate change has a real impact on communities here in Ireland as well as abroad. Many community groups 

want to help reduce Ireland's carbon footprint and save money by implementing cost effective energy-saving 

measures.  As Ireland’s leader Community Loan Finance provider, Clann Credo can help your community  

climate action project with the finance it needs. Clann Credo is a not for profit charity which considers the impact 

your project has on your community.  

 

They have loaned almost €97m to more than 900 community projects nationwide over the past 20 years.    

To read the full report on this, click here. 

Upcoming Christmas Events in Bunclody Library 

Bunclody Library is a wonderful and free resource for families.  Booking is advisable for all events.  Contact us 
on 053/9375466 to reserve your place. 

 Saturday, 9th December @ 2.30pm: Christmas Cake Decorating Demonstration with Marie from  Sugar and 
Spice.  Booking essential 

 Thursday, 14th December @ 7pm: Florist Una Butler will be on hand for our very popular seasonally themed 
floral art demonstration. Booking essential. 

 Saturday, 16th December @2.30pm - 3.30pm: Gymboree with Darina Gleeson for babies to 5 years.  This 
event is a play and music programme. Places are limited so booking essential. 

 Wednesday, 20th December @6.30pm - 7.30pm: Polar Express Storytime for 5-8 year olds.  Places are   
limited so booking essential. 

 Thursday, 21st December @ 7pm: Christmas Carols at Bunclody Library.   

For a full listing of events see Bunclody Library’s Facebook page.  

 

http://www.clanncredo.ie/mi-loans-climate-loan-fund/carlow_fs/usersmydocuments/ppnsecretary/My%20Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates



