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Co m m un ity & Vo lun tary ~  So cial In clus io n  ~  En viro n m e n t       

Public Participatio n  Ne tw o rk

In flue n cin g the  De cis io n s  That Shape  Yo ur Co m m un ity

W e lco m e  to  the  5th  Editio n  o f the

Carlo w  PPN E-Bulle tin

Welcome to the 5th Edition of the Carlow PPN

E-Bulletin. We would firstly like to say a big

thank you to all who attended our first of two

Plenary Meetings for 2018 on Tuesday, 24th

April in the Cathedral Parish Centre. 

This was an exciting Funding and Resource

Expo held for the 381 of the Carlow PPN

members.

The evening included workshops on ‘Wellbeing

for your Community Group’ with Eileen Doyle,

the 'Social Innovation Fund' with John Evoy

and 'Carlow Digital Communities Network' with

Pat Kennedy. 

In  th is  Mo n ths  Editio n

May 2 0 18
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Joanne Donohoe, Development Worker with

Carlow County Development Partnership and

member of Carlow PPN Secretariat said, ‘I am

thrilled to see the turnout at this event, lots of

new faces and the energy in the room is

fantastic’. 

The opening address was presented

by Kathleen Holohan, Chief Executive of

Carlow County Council, which was followed by

the launch of Carlow PPN’s Strategic Plan, the

first PPN in Ireland to develop and launch

the Strategic Plan for 2018-2021.

A couple of current activities that has excited

members is the development of a Consultation

Toolkit for the County called ‘Bridging the Gap’,

to improve how consultation is carried out.

Also, the development of Carlow Digital

Communities Network (CDCN) will train

participants to become virtual ambassadors

and champions in their organisations and

communities, by teaching them the skills of

social media, video storytelling and writing

press releases. 

Vacan cie s  Available

Carlow PPN Secretariat provides a

coordinating and oversight function for the PPN

and currently have vacancies for the following

seats: -

Secretariat - Community & Voluntary

College

Secretariat - Environmental College

Secretariat - Municipal District of

Social Housing

Integration Fund 2018

Traveller & Roma Pride Week 2018

Funding

St. Patrick's Day 2019

Me m be rsh ip

Who can join?

Registration Form

Submission to the Public Consultation

on ‘Ireland 2040 – Our Plan’ National

Planning Framework

Members Handbook

Click here for further information on the

Benefits of Joining and Membership

Criteria

Take a few moments to watch this

short video on the PPN structure

If your group has something of interest to

the County, please avail of the opportunity

to advertise with Carlow PPN by phoning

Gráinne on 059/9172495 or email:

carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie/

fbroadbery@carlowppn.ie

Carlow PPN is a framework for public

engagement and participation. 
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Muinebheag

Joint Policing Committee:-

1. Municipal District of Muinebheag 

2. Municipal District of Carlow Town

If you or a member of your group would be

interested in taking up one of these seats,

please contact Gráinne on 059/9172495 or

email carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie

An n ual Re po rtin g Gran ts

This year, The Community Foundation for

Ireland  would like to support organisations

whose annual income is less than €150,000

and who are struggling to produce timely

Annual Reports that tell their story, account for

their funding and ultimately, tell their

stakeholders what they do. These Reports are

a key element of accountability and influencing

policy and can act as a valuable tool for

organisations marketing their activities. 

Grants of €1,000 will be made available to

those organisations who commit to put their

annual report on their website, have a target list

of stakeholders they want to receive the report

and make it available to anyone who would like

a copy. They have a small fund available on a

first-come first-served basis and will be applied

to those who best meet the criteria.

Access the checklist for preparing annual

reports; examples and tips; application criteria

and reporting requirements here.

Access for the process on how to apply, click

here

Ke e p in  Co n tact

There are many ways to keep in touch and up

to date, follow Carlow PPN on Social Media

and online for news and updates.

Facebook Twitter

Website

Gro up Pro file  o f the  Mo n th

Co n se rvin g Lan d in  Ire lan d

Green Sod Ireland ecologically educate to

support the proactive preservation of Nature.

Ireland is a country where ecosystems are

thriving and flourishing. Green Sod Ireland are

establishing WildAcres in every county in

Ireland in order to create safe habitats and to

facilitate the free movement of wildlife, vital for

biodiversity and the healthy functioning of the
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Co un ty Carlo w
Co m m ute r Study 2 0 18

More than 6,000 County Carlow commuters

to be surveyed in job creation drive.

County Carlow has an abundance of

professional talent who have chosen to locate

in County Carlow as a place to work, live, learn

and play. Presently there are 6,290 people

leaving County Carlow to commute for work on

a daily basis. In order to further develop Carlow

and fully utilise the skilled workforce who live in

Carlow, the County Council have developed a

survey to profile the commuters with the view to

promoting Carlow further, from an access to

talent viewpoint. For the full press release, click

here.

The purpose of the survey is to help Carlow

County Council gather useful information on the

skills and educational qualifications of

the Carlow commuters which can be used as a

marketing tool when promoting Carlow as an

ideal location for investment. 

Carlow County Council are looking for

your help in identifying the profile and skills of

those 6,290 people. If you are a daily

commuter, the Council are inviting you to take a

few minutes to complete a County Carlow

Commuter Survey.

If you know somebody commuting please

encourage them to complete the survey also. 

Complete the survey and be in with a

chance to win a €200 Love Carlow Gift Card.

 

Planet. The value of Ireland's land goes far

beyond the monetary. Yet we must rely on the

financial support of those who believe that its

worth is intrinsic and that the diverse

indigenous species who depend upon it

deserve our protection and respect. Green

Sod Ireland are a volunteer-led organisation

and all funds raised go directly to their

programs for land and education.

Their Save a Sod campaign embodies their

core belief that plants, animals, land,

watersheds, and humans are all

interconnected - the survival of one depends

on the other.

Donate to Save a Sod Campaign 

f: Green Sod Ireland

e: greensodireland@gmail.com

w: www.greensodireland.ie

p: 087 6324004

Fibro m yalgia Suppo rt Gro up -
10  Ye ar An n ive rsary

Fibromyalgia is defined by widespread chronic

pain, as well as a broad spectrum of related

symptoms including fatigue, cognitive

dysfunction, and reduced physical function. It

is a condition affecting the soft tissues. It tends

to be seen predominantly in women but can

occur in men, and in all age groups. 
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The  2 0 18  An n ual So cial
In clus io n  Fo rum

This year’s Social Inclusion Forum (SIF) is part

of the institutional framework put in place by the

Government to support the development of the

National Action Plan for Social Inclusion

(NAPinclusion), which was updated for the

period 2015-2017. The event provides a forum

for wider public consultation and discussion on

social inclusion issues between officials from

Government Departments, Community and

Voluntary Organisations and people

experiencing poverty in relation to

NAPinclusion. The Forum has ensured that

people who are directly affected by poverty and

social exclusion and those who work with them

have a voice in the development of the policies

that directly affect them, and in the ways that

the policies are implemented. 

Previous Social Inclusion Forum Reports and

all Social Inclusion Division Publications can be

found here

If you wish to attend this year's SIF please click

here 

When: Thursday, 10th May 2018,

Time: 9.15am – 16.00pm

Where: The Aviva Stadium Conference Centre,

Lansdowne Road, Dublin 4

Carlow’s local Fibromyalgia Support Group

meet every Thursday at the Talbot Hotel

between 10.30 – 12.30, new members of all

ages are welcome to come along for a coffee

& chat!  The group recently became a

registered charity and all donations are greatly

appreciated to support the cause – their

charity number is #20104665. 

They are excited about their 10 year

anniversary and their upcoming Health and

Wellbeing Summit which is being held at the

Hilton Hotel in Dublin on May 12th 2018. 

The summit will offer the latest thinking from

the medical and research world, while

addressing issues of concern to those living

with fibromyalgia.  It will provide an opportunity

for those living with Fibromyalgia to connect,

share stories and experiences, and to learn

more about how to better manage their

condition.  There will also be complementary

treatments for delegates, including massage

and mindfulness. 

For further information and to book, click here

Equality Ire lan d Dire cto ry 2 0 19

The Irish Centre for Diversity’s aim is to work

in partnership with organisations across

Ireland to help them embed equality, diversity

and inclusion in all they do. Their goal is to

positively influence beliefs, attitudes,

behaviour and conduct towards issues

surrounding Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

(EDI). They want organisations to do more

than just tick boxes; they want them to

transform the workplace environment to one,

which is equitable and inclusive. The Irish
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Theme: Social Inclusion in a Changing

Environment

Bun clo dy Library

See below for some upcoming events at

Bunclody Library:

Saturday 12th May - Genelogy Advice Clinic

with Celestine Murphy. Book in for a free one-

on-one advice clinic with family history

researcher, Celestine Murphy of Wexford

Library Service. Information pack provided to

each participant.

Thursday 17th May -  7pm Gorse Farm, a

market garden run by Jenny Watkins and Janet

Power, both Organic enthusiasts. The

vegetable garden operates within the organic

standards and will receive full Organic

Certification in 2018. 

Saturday 19th May - 11am New Creative

Writing Group with Cat Hogan-Author. Best-

selling Author Cat Hogan will facilitate this

meeting of The Drop of Ink Creative writing

group.   

Saturday 19th May - Bricks 4 Kids - 2.30pm.

Suitable for 7-12 years. Bricks 4 Kidz®

workshops teach the principles of Science,

Centre for Diversity produce the Equality

Ireland Directory which aim to highlight jobs

and services available to the diverse

communities of Ireland. Their mission is to

work in partnership with organisations to bring

fairness, equity and harmony to people across

Ireland. They are currently building their

distribution database for the 2019 edition.

They are asking all PPN groups if you would

like to be added to their mailing list to receive

the directory.

If you would like to receive the Directory

please click here.

Natio n al Im ple m e n tatio n
Plan  2 0 18  - 2 0 2 0

The Sustainable Development Goals National

Implementation Plan 2018 - 2020 is in direct

response to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development and provides a whole-of-

government approach to implement the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The

Plan identifies four strategic priorities to guide

implementation: 

Awareness: raise public awareness of

the SDGs;

Participation: provide stakeholders

opportunities to engage and contribute

to follow-up and review processes, and

further develop national

implementation of the Goals;

Support: encourage and support
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Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM)

through mechanical LEGO Technic kits to boys

and girls aged 7-12yrs. 

Thursday 24th May - 7pm- Bunclody Library

are delighted to welcome Artist and Author Don

Conroy for a talk called ‘A Creative Journey’,

which will be looking at life and nature in a

creative way. Will include storytelling and

drawing.

Friday 25th May - 3.45pm. Art and Craft to

celebrate Africa day with Maeve Hunter.

Suitable for 8-12 years.

For more information on whats happening in

Bunclody Library, click here

Booking essential for all events.

Tel: 053 9375466

 

Date  fo r Yo ur Diary -
Ballo n  Im pro ve m e n t Gro up

PPN members, Ballon Improvement Group

have arranged an outdoor event utilizing the

Wild Wood Area of Ballon National School

grounds.  It will be a Go Green Community

Recycling Expo and Eco BBQ, which will be

held on Friday 11th May 2018 from 11am -

3pm.

Events will be ongoing throughout the day and

is free to all. 

For more information on this event, click here

or call 087 2424934. 

efforts of communities and

organisations to contribute towards

meeting the SDGs, and foster public

participation; and

Policy alignment: develop alignment

of national policy with the SDGs and

identify opportunities for policy

coherence.

For more information click here and to view or

download the Implementation Plan, click here

€ 15m  Fun d fo r Rural
De ve lo pm e n t

The Minister for Rural Affairs Michael Ring is

establishing a €15m fund for the renewal of

rural towns and villages in 2018. It forms part

of the minister’s Action Plan for Rural

Development and the funding will benefit up to

200 towns and villages throughout Ireland. Mr

Ring wants more rural communities to follow

the example of Skibbereen where the Ludgate

Digital Hub has proved a success, or

Drumshanbo, Co Leitrim, where a food hub

has acted as a centre of economic activity.

The money being made available comes on

top of €30m which has been awarded to more

than 450 projects over the past two years.

Communities will be able to apply for funding

through their local councils.

Local communities will apply for the funding

through their councils, with funding up to

€100,000 available for renewal or economic

stimulation programmes. Mr Ring said that in
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Upco m in g W o rksho ps  - May 2 0 18
Re co ve ry Co lle ge  So uth  Eas t

The Involvement Center is led by volunteers. It

provides a listening ear, support and

information on mental health services. They are

holding the following workshops in the month of

May:

Venue: The Involvement Centre

Workshop: The Emotion of Anger

Date: Wednesdays 2nd & 9th May 

Time: 10am - 1pm

Venue: The Involvement Centre

Workshop: Introductory Workshop on 'What is

Recovery?'

Date: Wednesday 16th May

Time: 10am - 1pm

Venue: The Involvement Centre

Workshop: Recovery Principles & Practice

Date: Wednesday 30th May

Time: 9:30am to 1:30pm

Train in g w ith  Carlo w  PPN -
Go ve rn an ce / Charitie s

Re gu latio n s / GDPR

Carlow PPN are offering FREE training which is

open to all community groups. The training is in

line with the introduction of the new General

exceptional cases, where a strong economic

case had been made, grants of up to €200,000

may be awarded.

So cial H o us in g Co n s tructio n  Pro je ct

Social housing is affordable rented housing for

people on low incomes. It is provided by local

authorities and housing associations. People

who are eligible for social housing register

on housing waiting lists that are managed by

local authorities.

To read the full report on this, click here

To view the Social Housing Construction

Project Status Report, click here

Co m m un itie s  In te gratio n
Fun d 2 0 18  - Call fo r Pro po sals

Mr. David Stanton T.D., Minister of State for

Equality, Immigration and Integration at the

Department of Justice and Equality, launched

the Communities Integration Fund (CIF) 2018.

€500,000 is available from the Office for

Promotion of Migrant Integration in 2018 to

support community organisations to promote

migrant integration, raise intercultural

awareness and combat racism in their local

communities.

The Communities Integration Fund is

administered by the Office for the Promotion of

Migrant Integration at the Department of

Justice and Equality.

Funding of up to €5,000 is available to

community organisations for eligible activities
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Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), which will

come into place on May 25th 2018. This will be

replacing the existing data protection

framework under the EU Data

Protection Directive.

There will be 2 workshops offered. 

What the training will cover:

Good Governance for non-profit

organisations

Charities Regulation

Basic Introduction to GDPR

Time: Thursday 10th May, 6pm - 9pm, 

Location: Bagenalstown Family Resource

Centre, Moneybeg, Royal Oak Road,

Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow

Time: Saturday 26th May, 10am - 1pm

Location: Askea Parish Community Centre,

Brownshill Road, Carlow

Contact for both workshops:

carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie or call 059 9172495

Training  is free of charge-

booking is essential.

Carlo w  Digital
Co m m un itie s  Ne tw o rk

Carlow PPN along with Carlow Volunteer

Centre work with communities across Carlow

and in recent years have noticed the

importance of online communication and how it

plays an important role in local development

and growth. It has become evident that there

to promote migrant integration in their local

community.

Allocation is via an open competitive process.

The application form and guide for applicants

may be downloaded using the links below. 

Grants Application Form

Guide for Applicants

All Applications must be submitted by

email only  to integrationfunds@justice.ie.

Handwritten applications or applications by

post will not be accepted. 

The closing date for applications is 12.00

midnight tomorrow Thursday 3 May 2018.

Trave lle r an d Ro m a Pride
W e e k 2 0 18  Fun din g

As part of its remit, the Equality Division

endeavors to promote positive

communications in relation to the Traveller and

Roma Communities. This call is for proposals

for funding to host events promoting Traveller

and Roma Pride Week with national events to

take place in the week commencing 28th May

and local events taking place in the week

commencing 4th June 2018. Funding of up to

€2,000 is available to and open to applicants

operating at national, regional and local level

to community-based groups.

For more information on this, funding guidance

and to access the application form, click here

Applications must be made on the Funding

Application Form which should be emailed

to ntris@justice.ie before 12 noon on 4 May



https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=3f7b27960ebb5202aca3c4715&id=cf0f6f7972[02/05/2018 11:19:00]

was no structure or good management

practices in place to help develop this into the

future, hence the Carlow Digital Communities

Network was born.

The project aims to develop a strategy and

provide relevant skills to put Carlow

communities and public services at the

forefront to have a well organised online

communication strategy. 

Dates & Times:

Where: Local Enterprise Office, O'Brien Road,

Carlow

When: 9:45am - 2:30pm, 8th & 9th May 2018. 

Contact: Grainne O'Neill on 059 9172495/087

2760139 or email carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie

Follow us on Social Media for further

updates!

This course is free to attend, but you must

register!

2018. 

Plan s  Un de rw ay fo r 
St. Patrick’s  Day Parade  2 0 19

Press Release: It may only be just over a

month since this year’s Carlow Town St.

Patrick’s Day parade, but work is

already underway to plan next year’s event.

The committee is holding their AGM on

Wednesday the 25th of June at 8pm in the

Seven Oaks Hotel.

This year saw one of the largest St. Patrick’s

Day parades in recent memory with plenty of

additional activities before and after the parade

including free bouncy castles, food stalls and

live entertainment. Kevin Brady, one of the

event coordinators said; “This year’s event

was a huge success and was extremely well

supported by both the business community

and the public alike. We now want to build on

the excellent work done this year and make

next year’s event even bigger and better.”

The AGM is open to the public and the

committee is appealing to people interested in

helping out to attend the meeting on

Wednesday night.

For further information, contact Kevin Brady on

083-0363631
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