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Influencing the Decisions That Shape Your Community

Welcome to the 10th Edition of

Carlow PPN E-Bulletin 

Welcome  to the 10th edition of the Carlow PPN E-Bulletin. 

The Carlow PPN aim is to facilitate and enable the public and the

organisations to articulate their diverse range of views and interests

within the local government system and to deliver meaningful

community led local development that benefits Carlow local

communities.

Charity Impact Awards 2018

The Charity Impact Awards celebrate the positive impact charities,

community and voluntary organisations and social enterprises are

making in people's lives across Ireland. A vibrant community, voluntary

and charity sector is at the heart of a healthy society, but this important

contribution is all too often overlooked. The Charity Impact Awards aims

to change this! 

With a commitment to educate and inspire, the Awards will raise

awareness of the sector's positive impact and also promote best

practice across the sector by telling the stories of those who have

dedicated their lives to improving our communities.
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The winners will be announced at the Charity Impact Awards Ceremony

in Dublin on 11 December 2018. 

Further reading and key dates

Reminder from Carlow County Council

Environmental / Amenity Grant Scheme 2018:

Please be advised the closing date for receipt of your Environmental /

Amenity Grant Scheme 2018 award is fast approaching. The closing date

for same is Friday 26th October 2018.  It is important to note claims

made after this date may not be considered.

Contact: ascully@carlowcoco.ie  

Save the Date:

Carlow’s Pride of Place Awards Ceremony

in Mount Wolseley Hotel

Wednesday 24th October 2018

Thirst For Better Campaign

In this campaign, Deep RiverRock are tapping into the heartbeat of

Community Groups across Ireland who collectively follow their pursuits

and passions. The campaign aims to celebrate and help Community

groups raise vital funding, enabling them to continue to do the things they

love. Up to 300 groups can register to avail from a total of €150,000 for

the remainder of this year. Community Groups of all shapes and sizes

have already started raising money through the campaign and there’s

room for more!

Full details and registration

Funding from Social

Innovation Fund Ireland

Who can join?

Registration Form

Submission to the Public

Consultation on ‘Ireland

2040 – Our Plan’ National

Planning Framework

Members Handbook

Click here for further

information on the Benefits

of Joining and Membership

Criteria

Secretariat Members

Take a few moments to

watch this short video on

the PPN structure

Become a member of a

Linkage Group and

connect with other

community groups and

organisations with shared

interests and diverse

perspectives on everything

from community,

environment and health.

 If your group has something of

interest to the County, please

avail of the opportunity to

advertise with Carlow PPN by

phoning Gráinne on

059/9172495 or email:

carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie

/fbroadbery@carlowcoco.ie

Keep in Contact

There are many ways to

keep in touch and up to

date, follow Carlow PPN

on Social Media and



Social Innovation Fund Ireland (SIFI) are inviting applications for new

funds, each of which has its own unique focus and will remain open until

18 January 2019. The Funds have been created by Social Innovation

Fund Ireland (SIFI) in partnership with the Department of Rural and

Community Development. The Department provides match funding for all

philanthropic funds raised by Social Innovation Fund Ireland, via the

Dormant Accounts Fund.

Early Childhood Fund

The goal of this fund is to provide critical support to projects and services

focused on increasing the health and wellbeing (physical and mental),

social and emotional skills, cognitive development and learning outcomes

of children, from pregnancy to six years of age, with the goal of reduced

inequalities, improved childhood and lifelong outcomes. 

Further reading, criteria and application details

Sports to Impact Fund

The goal of the Sports fund is to support the innovative use of sports to

impact as a means to improve physical and mental health and to promote

social inclusion for children, adolescents and adults. We are calling out to

innovative projects or programmes that focus on using sports to impact as

a means to create positive social impact in the lives of individuals and in

communities across Ireland.

Further reading, criteria and application details

PPN Annual Report 2017

The Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community

Development, Sean Kyne TD, has launched the Public Participation

Network Annual Report 2017.

PPNs were set up to provide a mechanism by which citizens can have a

greater say in local government decisions which affect their own

communities. Each local authority area now has a PPN in place that

allows the public to take an active role in relevant committees of the local

authority. PPNs are now the “go to” organisation for all bodies in a

county/city who wish to benefit from community and voluntary expertise at

their table. 

Minister Kyne re-iterated his Department’s commitment to the continued

strengthening of PPNs so that they achieve their full potential for the

benefit of local communities and local democracy.

The Minister also congratulated the National PPN Advisory Group for their

work in the preparation of the Annual Report and their ongoing support of

the Department in the development of PPNs.

online for news and

updates.

Profile Member of the
Month

Carlow Mental health

Association

Carlow Mental Health

Association was formed in

February 2010 by volunteers

with an interest in promoting

positive mental health in

Carlow. This group is affiliated

with Mental Health Ireland.

Carlow Suicide Awareness

Committee started in 2005 to

run Suicide Awareness

Seminars. It stopped meeting

in 2008 and reformed in 2010.

Both groups came together in

2011 under the Carlow Mental

Health Association when it was

discovered that they had



Read the report

Carlow Autumn Walking Festival

5th - 7th October

Carlow’s majestic Blackstairs Mountains and River Barrow together with

the charming villages of Myshall and Borris feature in this year’s Carlow

Autumn Walking Festival. The festival caters to all levels of walkers, from

very experienced hill walkers out to enjoy an invigorating mountain trek to

novices seeking some peace and tranquility along more leisurely routes.

This well-organised event aims to make the great outdoors accessible to

everyone with knowledgeable local guides from Tullow Mountaineering

Club and Blackstairs Ramblers guiding visitors through the Carlow

countryside. There is a choice of over 15 different walks plus family

activities including Canoeing, Safari Trails and Go-With-the-Flow River

Adventures to name but a few. 

The walks have been organised according to experience: A for very

experienced walkers; B for experienced walkers; C for leisure/regular

walkers.

Further Reading

Download Brochure

Location: Mount Leinster/Blackstairs Mountains/River Barrow/Rathwood

t: 059-9130411

e: info@carlowtourism.com

w:  www.carlowtourism.com

Safe Talk Workshop

SafeTALK is a challenging programme that prepares people to identify

persons with thoughts of suicide and connect them to suicide first aid

resources.  The alertness skills learned in the training are practiced during

the training. 

similar aims and similar action

plans. The aim is promote

positive mental health and to

link people to, and support the

existing mental health and

suicide services in Carlow. The

objectives are to create and

promote a positive attitude to

mental health; to encourage

people to have frank and open

discussion about mental health

and suicide; to help reduce

stigma around mental health

and suicide by dispelling

commonly held misconceptions

and to provide information and

education on how to maintain

good mental health. Carlow

Mental Health work with

relevant organisations to

increase awareness of

supports available to those

who are affected by suicide or

mental health problems.

They advocate on behalf of

people with mental health

needs. You can find supports

from Carlow Mental Health

here:

Carlow Mental Health Supports

2018

f: @CarlowMentalHealth

e:carlowmentalhealth@hotmail

com

w: www.carlowmentalhealth.ie

t: 085 8181353



There are 2 programmes taking place: 

Date: Tuesday 16th October 2018

Time:  6.30 – 10.00PM

Venue: St John’s Hall, Hacketstown, Co Carlow.

Date: Thursday 18th October 2018

Time:  10.00am – 5.00pm  

Venue:  Carrickphierish Library, Carrickphierish Road, Gracedieu,

Waterford.

Places will be allocated on a first come first serve basis.  Please ensure

that you are free for the full duration of the training as certification only

comes with completion of the course. 

If you would like to attend, contact: trainingsro@hse.ie

Supporting Local Causes in Leinster

Since 2014, Tesco Community Fund have supported over 11,000

community projects Nationwide with €3 million in donations. The

supported causes come is all shapes and sizes and some of these groups

in Leinster are certainly a testament to that. From water safety groups, to

dance groups, to hospices, your blue tokens are doing great work in the

east of the country.

For the next 8 weeks the Carlow branch will use their blue tokens to

support a wide range of local projects. Shoppers in Tesco Carlow can

support My Canine Companion Harvey Miller; St. Catherine's Monastery

Hostel and St. Lazarian's NS.

Tesco Tullow will be supporting Coolkenno GAA; Slaney Rovers U11's

and Tullow Community School. At the end of each phase, blue token

votes are counted and up to €1000 is shared proportionally between the 3

local causes. Tesco customers can fill out a nomination form in store and

every 8 weeks 3 local causes will be selected from Tesco's community

fund. 

Representative Profile:
Eamonn Moore:

Environmental College -
Representative on LCDC

One of the main aims of

Carlow PPN is to facilitate

community participation in

local decision making by

providing representation on

local decision making boards

and committees. 

Eamonn Moore has been a

member of An Taisce Carlow

Association since 1972.

Eamonn is the present

Chairperson of

Carlow/Kilkenny Rural

Transport providing local

transport and is the

Chairperson on the Local

Community Development

Committee (LCDC).

As part of their role, PPN

Representatives are required

to participate as follows:

- Attend a short meeting with

other Representatives in

advance of committee

meetings in order to prepare

for the meeting and ensure a

cohesive approach to

relevant agenda items.

- Attend the committee

meetings as scheduled.

- Attend a short meeting with

other Representatives after

the committee meetings in

order to agree outcomes and

feedback to the Linkage

Group. One Representative

will complete the Reporting

Template on behalf of all.



Getting Ireland Brexit Ready

Public events in preparation for 'Getting Ireland Brexit Ready'. We are

now in the final stage of negotiations and on 29th March 2019 the UK will

formally leave the EU. There are important steps that are being taken to

prepare for Brexit, including the supports and information available to

citizens, businesses and others, with specific concerns about how the

UK’s departure from the EU will affect them. The Irish Government have

launched 'Getting Ireland Brexit Ready' public outreach events: 

The events will take place on the following dates in 2018:

- Páirc Uí Chaoimh, Cork, Friday, 5 October;

- NUI Galway, Friday, 12 October;

- Four Seasons, Monaghan, Friday, 19 October;

- Croke Park, Dublin, Thursday, 25 October.

Further information and to register

Volunteer Ireland Awards

Volunteer Ireland is delighted to announce that the 2018 Volunteer Ireland

Awards are now open for nominations. Every year they shine a light on

the remarkable work of volunteers around the country by honoring them

at a national level.

Help  Volunteer Ireland recognise the kindness volunteers show everyday

by nominating a volunteer in your life. There are 11 categories and every

person nominated will receive a special thank you card from Volunteer

Ireland.

The deadline for nominations is midnight 5th October

Further Information and Award Criteria

Nominate here

Catalyst Programme for Women

The Carlow Catalyst Programme For Women is a needs based

countywide project aimed at increasing women’s personal potential and

ability to access and engage in employment, education and training. The

Carlow Catalyst programme is specifically aimed at women not in paid

employment, who are not registered as unemployed and who are

interested in entering or re-entering the labour market, to build their self-

- Attend Linkage Group

Meetings on a quarterly

basis.

- At each plenary meeting

there will be a presentation

from a selected speaker on

matters of interest and/or

importance to members.

- The PPN website  provides

information on each PPN

Representative, including a

short profile.

- Terms of Reference for

Linkage Groups can be

found on our website

- Representatives will act

from a position of trust and

consensus.

I'm a new Text block ready for
your content.



confidence and personal capacity. 

Topics include Work Experience and Personal Effectiveness; Computers;

Progression Support; One to one Adult Guidance.

Where: Bagenalstown (Venue to be confirmed).

When:  October 2018, 10am - 1pm (3 mornings per week)

Duration: 16 Weeks 

To find out more information and to check eligibility please contact

Catalyst Programme Coordinator, St. Catherines Community Services, St.

Josephs Road. Carlow.  

t: 059 9138700

e: orlaithm@catherines.ie

w: www.catherines.ie

Access to the Arts at the Visual

As part of the Visual's commitment to providing all members of the local

community with access to the arts, they have been working closely with

Carlow County Development Partnership to identify organisations and

community groups whose service users/members could benefit greatly

from their social inclusion ticket distribution initiative.

As part of this initiative the Visual will be providing several organisations

with an individual promo-code. Each organisation is encouraged to

distribute this promo-code to all service users/members within their

organisation who they feel could benefit greatly from this offer. In doing so

each service user can access tickets to free of charge. Please note that

these tickets are limited and are available on a first come first served

basis. So early booking is advised.

Promo-code: PPNAUT18

To use this promocode please log onto www.visualcarlow.ie or

alternatively you can call 0599172400 and quote the code when booking.



People, Place & Participation

The People, Place and Participation Conference focuses on how local

authorities and government agencies can work positively with ground-up

initiatives, lived-experience and knowledge, and participatory processes

to re-imagine and enliven our shared spaces and civic infrastructure. This

conference is based on practical case-studies, provocations and learning

through a series of talks, presentations, workshops and discussions. It is

co-produced by VISUAL Carlow and Workhouse Union and funded

through the Arts Council Engaging with Architecture Strand.

More information and registration

The VISUAL will be 10 years old in 2019! It’s been a roller coaster ride of

a decade, which has produced some extraordinary exhibitions,

performances and events and welcomed hundreds of thousands of

visitors, from near and far. They would like to invite you to come and

share your favorite moments. 

Refreshments will be provided and Chris Chapman will facilitate.

This is a free event, all you have to do is turn up! 

When: Tuesday 2nd October 2018 @7:30pm.

Holloween Festival 2018

Calling all Community Groups!

Visit Carlow is organizing a brand new Halloween themed festival for

County Carlow. It will take place between Friday the 26th October to

Sunday the 28th October 2018. This is the first of what will become the

largest Halloween festival in the South East. As part of the festival, they

are looking to engage local community groups and challenge them to

create their own Halloween themed events that weekend.

All Halloween themed events that wish to become part of our festival will

be promoted in the festival guide, website and social media channels free

of charge and they will also help with mentoring for your event. Perhaps

you have an idea but are unsure of how to develop it? If so, get in touch

and Visit Carlow would be delighted to help!

Festival events confirmed so far include:



Paranormal Investigations – Various Locations

Night Time Parade through Carlow Town

Witch Trial

Spectacular Fire Show

Other events will be announced in due course.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch by

emailing kevin@visitcarlow.ie or call Kevin on 083 0363631

Mensana Fest 2018

This is the 10th year of Mensana Fest organised by Carlow Mental Health

Association. The aim is to achieve a mix of events to appeal to as many

different interests as possible. Apart from Mensana, the Association

organise events regularly throughout the year so, keep an eye out for

these events on their Facebook page and on www.carlowmentalhealth.ie.

We do hope you find something to interest you during this year’s festival

from October 6th to 19th 2018. 

Mensana Fest 2018 Brochure

CoderDojo Club

Carlow County Development Partnership CLG, as part of their community

development strategy, is interested in working with community groups

who are thinking about setting up a CoderDojo Club in their

community. CoderDojo is a worldwide movement of free, volunteer-led,

community-based programming clubs. Anyone aged seven to seventeen

can visit a Dojo where they can learn to code, build a website, create an

app or a game, and explore technology in an informal, creative, and social

environment. 

If you are interested in going to a national event in Kilkenny to learn more

about Coderdojo  please contact Carlow County Development

Partnership at 059  9720733 for complimentary tickets.

Subject to demand, Carlow County Development Partnership CLG will

organise for a bus to take interested people to the Saturday and Sunday

events.  Children over the age of 7 are welcome but must be

accompanied by a parent or guardian.



National Reuse Month

As we are consumed by consumerism, this national initiative reminds us

to take stock of all of the wasted opportunities to help our Environment

and save money, by introducing reusable items into our daily

lives. Carlow County Council are looking to slow down fast fashion by

highlighting some local business who can help you to reuse and re

imagine a new life for the items in your wardrobe. Look out for Philip

Bramley, who remakes bespoke pieces from your old jewellery; Brendan

Byrne, who recreates amazing unique fashion pieces from the once loved

quality pieces lurking in your wardrobe; Elaine Scully who will help you

rekindle a relationship with your wardrobe and Nuala Reddy, from Fussy

Galore who invites you to join her and give a new life to the “Auld Bag”.

See Posters attached. 

Cyber Insurance

BHP Insurance have developed a scheme for groups in the Community

Sector for Cyber Insurance. They are running a Summer Draw for the

Community Sector with up to a €1,000 off their insurance premium with

BHP for groups that they have met at the various events, such as the

PPN events. 

BHP Insurance Brochure

Bunclody Library Events October



Bunclody Library provides a range of services to the people of Bunclody

and surrounding areas, with 4,000 + members (2017) which continues to

increase annually. The library opens Mon - Sat from 10.30an - 5.30pm

and open until 9pm every Thursday. Here are some upcoming events

trough the month of October: 

Tuesday 2nd October: Baby & Toddler Rhyme time: 11am-12.00

noon. 

Thurs 4th October, 7pm: Autism and the Impact on Family Life.

Speakers Mags  Furness and Saskia Dodebier, Cottage Autism

Network. Cottage Autism Network is a Wexford based charity

which aims to improve the quality of life of families by Autism

Spectrum Disorder.

Saturday 13th October, 11.30 - 12.30: Re-use Month Library

workshop 2018. In this workshop artist Órla Bates shows how with

a bit of imagination and creativity, rubbish can be reused to make

amazing works of art. Age:  8 – 12 years. 

Thursday 20th October, 7pm. A Musical Evening with local

artists with a range of wonderful international music from around

the world.   

Regular Adult Events:

Drop of Ink Writing Circle - Saturday 20th October at 11am

Bunclody Knitting Club - Wednesday mornings at 10.30am. Free Event

Adult Reading Circle - Friday 5th October at 11am.

New members are always welcome. 

Regular Children’s Events:

Toddler Story Time - Friday mornings at 11am. Go along with your toddler

or preschooler for stories, rhymes and songs.

Junior Book Club - Thursday 25th October after school. 

Drop in, all welcome!  

Booking essential for all events. Tel: 053 9375466. 

 If your group has something of interest to the County, please avail of the opportunity to advertise with

Carlow PPN by phoning Gráinne on 059/9172495 or email: carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie/

fbroadbery@carlowppn.ie

Become a Member of the Carlow Public Participation Network
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